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1st May, 2013 

PHILIPPINES – UPDATE ON WORKOVER OF MALOLOS-1 

Swabbing Operations Resumed 

SERVICE CONTRACT 44 (100%), Onshore Cebu, Philippines 

 

WORKOVER: Malolos-1 

We are pleased to advise that operations have recommenced. These operations are swabbing fluid from 

the production tubing in order to lower the fluid level and reduce the back pressure on the recently 

perforated lower, oil bearing sandstone interval.  Oil has been recovered during swabbing operations. 

 

Since the last report ( 22nd April) replacement equipment was delivered to the wellsite and late yesterday 

swabbing operations recommenced. At the commencement of the most recent swabbing operations the 

fluid level in the production tubing had risen to 187 metres and it was still rising. As of this morning the 

fluid level had been swabbed to a depth of 560 metres. The fluid recovery at surface comprised seawater 

(which had originally been placed in the wellbore) and oil (see photos). Swabbing operations will continue. 

 

The lower of the two oil bearing sandstones was successfully perforated with the production tubing filled 

to surface with sea water creating back pressure against the formation, (the formation is slightly under 

pressured). In order to reduce the back pressure against the formation and allow the oil to produce the 

fluid level in the tubing is being lowered by swabbing. 

 

The results to date have been encouraging and the operations will continue to swab fluid from the 

production tubing in order to try and establish a commercial rate of oil production from the lower 

sandstone. Once this has been completed the upper oil bearing sandstone will then be flow tested. 

 

Oil (39° API) was recovered on several drillstem tests conducted over the gross interval 7,168-7,326 feet 

(2,185-2,233 metres) when the Malolos-1 well was originally drilled and tested in 1960. Sustained 

production from these oil bearing sandstones was not established at that time. We are attempting to 

access these same oil reservoirs and conduct flow tests in order to try and establish commercial oil 

production. 
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Malolos-1: Recovered oil in trip tank (30th April, 2013) 

 

Malolos-1: Oil Targets for Workover and Testing Operations 

 

 

First Interval - Now 
Perforated and Testing 

Second Interval to be 
Perforated and Tested


